PASTOR'S CORNER
Dear Parishioners,

"Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise" - Luke 23:43

On the last Sunday of the Ordinary Times the Church celebrates the solemnity of Christ the King. This
celebration marks both the end of a liturgical year as well as the beginning of the Advent Season.
Christ is the beginning and end of everything in our life, He is the Alpha and Omega.
While writing this Pastors Corner, I am in Harrison Hot Springs, gathered along with over a hundred
brother-priests of mine from two dioceses, Vancouver and Kamloops, for the priest’s study week. The
scenic beauty is a glimpse of God’s creation and His Kingdom. After having created the man, He gave
him the dominion over the earth to be the guardian. God shares his plan with us. As we celebrate the
solemnity of Christ the King, we need to ask ourselves whether we have lived up to God’s expectation
to be the caretakers of His creation, His Kingdom.

AT A GLANCE

What does this feast communicate to us?
In the Lord's Prayer, Jesus taught us to pray: "Thy Kingdom come . . ." immediately followed by "Thy will
be done." We know the semitic style of parallelism one sentence explaining or expanding another. And
so, the definition of the Kingdom is "a community of people who do God's will on earth as perfectly as
it is done in heaven."
From what Jesus said about His Father's kingdom, some interesting facts emerge:
1. It is an eternal Kingdom. It existed in THE PAST. Jesus warned the Pharisees: "There will be wailing
and gnashing of teeth when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the
Kingdom of God and you yourselves cast out." [LK 13;20]
It exists in THE PRESENT. He said: "The Kingdom of God is among you."
It exists in THE FUTURE. The good thief said: "Remember me when you come into your kingdom." [LK
23;42]
2. It is a universal kingdom; not territorial or national, but worldwide. Jesus said: "People will come
from the east and the west from north and south to sit at table in the kingdom of God." [LK 12;30]
3. It certainly is not a political kingdom. Jesus said to Pilate: "My kingdom is not of this world." (Jn.
18;36]
4. It is a hidden kingdom. Jesus said: "The kingdom of God is like yeast which a woman took and
kneaded into 3 measures of flour." [MT. 13;33]
Let us prepare ourselves spiritually to enter into the holy season of Advent, expectantly waiting for the
Saviour and King to come into our broken lives, and world that is torn apart by war, division,
discrimination and poverty.
Lastly, I would like to recognize our Pastoral Assistant Lorna Acosta who today, is being
presented with an award of Stewardship by His Grace Archbishop Miller, CSB. She has
shown exemplary dedication to our Parish and the Community in which surrounds it.
Congratulations and Thank you Lorna, for your outstanding contributions to our parish,
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St. Mary's Memorial Mass

On Wednesday November 23 at 7pm the parish will
be celebrating a special mass to remember, by
name, our dear parishioners who have gone before
us in the past year. Family members will be asked
to bring a candle forward to place on the altar in
their honor. The mass will continue in candlelight
- a sign of the light of our faith - we believe our
loved ones are present too.
St. Mary's Silent Auction Gala Dinner

The Fundraising Team is very excited to announce
the St. Mary's Parish Gala Dinner is back again,
the event is on February 10, 2023 at the Italian
Cultural Center. This time the event is even more
special as we are also celebrating the parish's
Centennial Anniversary. So, please mark your
calendar, and come join us for a fabulous fun
evening! For more details of the event and how
you can support and participate in the sponsorship
program for this event, please make sure to grab a
copy of this week's bulletin. God Bless us all, see
you at the GALA!
Pier Giorgio Frassati - What does holiness look
like?
Join us as we examine the life of Blessed Pier
Giorgio Frassati reflecting on the question, what
does "holiness" look like? Led by Fr. David Bellusci,
OP. Hosted every 2nd Monday 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm
until June 2023 at St. Mary's. Learn more at
beholdvancouver.org/events

Stewardship Reflection
"...giving thanks to the Father, who has made you fit to share
in the inheritance of the holy ones in light." Colossians 1:12
God wants us to be happy! Instead of looking at the Ten
Commandments as being restrictive and telling us what we
can't do, look at them as guides for living a joy-filled and
peaceful life. Most of our problems arise when we put our own
needs first or we spend most of our time trying to acquire
more stuff. Instead, try putting God first in all things. We were
made for God. Open your heart and let Him in!
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The Parables and the Plan of God: RCIA
Retreat
RCIA enrollees and coordinators are invited to a morning
of wonder, reflection, and prayer on Nov 26. Using
materials from the catechetical method known as the
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS), we will
discover the big picture of God's plan as it may be found
in Sacred Scripture. Equipped with this "big picture"
context, we will delve in the mysterious Parables of
God's Kingdom. This morning retreat will include CGS
presentations (adapted for an adult audience), as well
as time for discussion and prayer. We will end with
fellowship
and
a
catered
lunch.
beholdvancouver.org/events

Healing mass and seniors
christmas tea
You will be pleased to know that we are finally ready to
bring back some festivity to our parish. Please join us on
Saturday Dec 10 at 1pm for our Annual Healing Mass, all
are welcome to attend. Following the mass we invite all
the seniors (65+) to join us for some Christmas cheer in
the Church Hall.

Please spread the word to all our

elderly parishioners that have not yet returned to in
person mass. We can't wait to see you all again!

Looking to get involved in a Ministry?
A number of ministries are seeking volunteers to join their
teams: Vanspec, Choirs, Projectionists, Ave Maria Garden
and more. Please contact Lorna at the Parish office and
she will get you in touch with the ministry of your choice.
Our Projectionist team is currently looking to train
someone for the 5pm Saturday mass. If you are a student in
need of service hours, here is your chance. Call 604-4359611 ext. 6.

To all our friends and family
that have been called to your
Heavenly Kingdom
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PARISH OFFICE
Office Hours:
Monday to Friday
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
604-435-9611 (phone)
604-439-9413 (fax)

7

Located in the Rectory which is the
red brick house next to the church
on Joyce Street. Buzz Reception.

0

Parish Priest
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Assistant Pastor

Fr. Joseph D'Souza, OP
Fr. Gabriel de Chadarévian, OP
Fr. Gilles Simard, OP

Assistant
PREP & RCIA Director

Lorna Acosta
Edwin Cruz

Vanspec
Finance and Property
Reception

Christina Reyes Ocampo
Jordan Nidua
Marianne Peraro

BOOKS, MOVIES, VIDEOS, AUDIO...

Grow in Faith

PARISH LIBRARY
Have you checked out the collection of books, CDs and DVDs in our parish library?
To view our online catalogue:
go to stmarysvancouver.ca and on the menu click on "Ministries"
scroll down and click on "Library"
click button to view the catalogue
Send an email to our librarian, Bill Murphy, at wwmmurphy@hotmail.com to borrow
books and other materials.

Search by postal code: V5R 4G8
Select "St. Marys Vancouver 5251

address
Check that email account for a
link to begin using FORMED

One of the couple must be Catholic and a
parishioner of St. Mary’s Parish. Contact us
at least six months prior to the wedding.
Make no wedding arrangement until you
have met with the priest. For details, call
Lorna ext. 6

INFANT BAPTISM (under 5 yrs. old)

Catechism for children who are attending
public schools. Registration opens in the
summer of 2023 for SY 2023/24.

Weekdays After mass
Sundays Before and after mass

Monday to Friday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Sacraments

PREP (Parish Religious Education Program)

REGULAR CHURCH SCHEDULE

DEVOTIONS

MARRIAGE

For adults in need of Baptism, First
Communion, or Confirmation, or who want
to learn more about the Catholic Faith.
Contact rcia.smarv@rcav.org or call ext. 5.

Register with your name and email

Monday to Friday
Wednesday to Friday
Saturday
Sunday

CATECHISM &

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)

Joyce Street"

DAILY MASS

rcia.smarv@rcav.org
vanspec.smarv@rcav.org
smpacc@telus.net
reception.smarv@rcav.org

The family must be registered parishioners
or must reside within parish boundaries.
Non-parishioners must obtain permission
from the pastor of their parish. For more
information, call ext. 0 or email
reception.smarv@rcav.org.

Go to formed.org/signup

CONFESSION

jdsouza@rcav.org
gabrielmariedominique@gmail.com
gsimard@rcav.org
parish.smarv@rcav.org
prep.smarv@rcav.org

VANSPEC (one-on-one special needs catechism)
Vanspec classes are led by volunteer
catechists and aides who, with the
assistance of the Program Director, adapt
the content of each lesson and learning
materials to the needs of the individual
student. For more information, email
vanspec.smarv@rcav.org.

8:00 am
7:00 pm
8:30 am | 5:00 pm (anticipated mass)
8:00 am | 9:30 am | 11:15 am | 1:00 pm
3:00 pm (Tagalog) | 5:00 pm | 7:00 pm

7:15 am Rosary and Lauds
6:00 pm Novena: Our Lady of Perpetual Help
6:00 pm Rosary and Prayer for Vocations
3:00 pm Divine Mercy
6:00 pm Novena: Two Hearts of Jesus and Mary
7:00 pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
9:00 pm Benediction
Saturday 7:45 am Rosary and Lauds

GOAL: $116,000
ACTUAL: $72,577

70%

ANOINTING OF THE SICK & FUNERALS
Please contact the parish office to
schedule a visit, to speak to a priest or to
arrange a service.
ST. MARY'S ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Principal: Ms. Brenda Krivuzoff
Phone: 604-437-1312 Fax: 604-437-1193
stmary.bc.ca | office.smarv@cisva.bc.ca
Donate online at projectadvance.ca or drop your
pledge forms in the Sunday collection or at the
parish office. Name, address and contact information
are essential for tax receipts. For questions, please
contact Teresa Lung at tky.lung@telus.net.

REMEMBER ST. MARY'S PARISH IN YOUR WILL

PLACE YOUR
AD HERE
Call 604-435-9611 ext. 0

PROCEEDS GO TO THE
PARISH BUILDING FUND

