
PASTOR'S CORNER

If there’s one character in the Bible who’s truly underrated, it’s probably Saint Joseph. He is 
Jesus’s earthly father, but somehow none of his words were recorded in the scriptures. In fact, 
there are very few mentions of him in the Bible. And when he is mentioned, it’s mostly in passing. 
But without him, the salvation story would have been very different. If not for him stepping up 
and owning Jesus as his son, God’s plan wouldn’t have come to fruition.
Joseph is patron of workers, fathers, families. the universal Church, carpenters, social justice, and 
many others. Joseph is also the patron of the dying. 

St. Joseph is the favourite saint of our holy father Pope Francis. He has given a series of talks on 
the various aspects of St. Joseph’s life. One of the aspects that the Holy Father stresses the 
most is the silence of St. Joseph. The favourite statue of Pope Francis is the sleeping St. Joseph 
because for him Joseph was the man of quiet yet alert and active. He slept but always awake to 
the needs of Jesus and Mother Mary. Thus, he is the faithful servant of the Lord who even today 
continues to protect the universal Church and all families through his active yet quiet presence. 
He is the example of contemplation. 

The Holy Father speaking during his General Audience in Paul VI Hall in his third edition of his 
lessons about the saint who is not quoted in the Bible but has a role of action as the Father of 
Jesus, suggested that everyone needs silence.

“Joseph’s silence is not mutism, he is not taciturn; it is a silence full of listening, an industrious 
silence, a silence that brings out his great interiority,” the Pope said. “’The Father spoke a word, 
and it was his Son’, comments St John of the Cross, the Father said a word and it was his Son – 
‘and it always speaks in eternal silence, and in silence it must be heard by the soul’.

“How good it would be if each one of us, following the example of Saint Joseph, were able to 
recover this contemplative dimension of life, opened wide in silence. But we all know from 
experience that it is not easy: silence frightens us a little, because it asks us to delve into 
ourselves and to confront the part of us that is true. And many people are afraid of silence, they 
have to speak, and speak, and speak, or listen to radio or television… but they cannot accept 
silence because they are afraid.”

The Holy Father urged those listening to make a space in their live for silence and make time to 
hear the voice of the Holy Spirit.

This is the tenth anniversary of Pope Francis’ papacy. Let us all unite in prayer for our beloved 
Holy Father, specially for his good health. May St. Joseph continue to guide him through his 
powerful intercession. 

 
I wish you all a very happy feast of St. Joseph...

 

Sunday Mass Readings 
Year A

 

First Reading

1 Samuel 16.1b, 6-7, 10-13

 

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 

 (R.1)
 

Second Reading

Ephesians 5:8-14

 

Gospel

John 9:1-41
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NewsNews EVENTS

St. Patrick's Parish in Vancouver invites you to their Lenten
Mission, taking place from Mon March 27 - Wed. March 29,
from 7-8pm at St. Pat's Parish 2881 Main St. Vancouver. The
theme of the mission is 'Mary at the Foot of the Cross: Jesus
Gives Us His Mother.' Each evening will start with Mass at
7pm followed by the mission talk at 7:30pm
beholdvancouver.org/events 

Lenten Mission with Fr. David Bellusci, OP

Integritas: A Dialogue on Faith and Mental 
Health
Join us for a dialogue about topics of mental
health through a Catholic lens, facilitated by a
mental health professional equipped to answer
your questions. 
March 22 - Session 3: Mental illness PJ Lewis
April 26 - Session 4: Self Care - Dennis Boyd
Time: 7:30-8:30pm
Locations: Online or in-person at St. Mary's, St.
Patrick's (Maple Ridge), Christ the Redeemer,
Good Shepherd.
Learn more at beholdvancouver.org/events

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Why not consecrate yourself to God? 
As a Brother or Priest of the Dominican Order?

Contact Fr. David Bellusci, OP to discover Dominican life: 
davidbellusci@yahoo.ca

 Solidarity Weekend - March 25/26
Need marriage help? Retrouvaille, pronounced
"retroo-vye," meaning "rediscovery," is a marriage
program endorsed by Pope Francis that has helped
hundreds of BC couples recover from all kinds of
marriage trouble - from simple discontent to serious
crisis. Why live in misery? Repair and rekindle your
relationship! The program consists of one weekend
and six weekly follow up sessions, which can be
attended remotely. The weekend retreat begins Fri.
April 14 - Sun April 16 at Barnabas Landing. Keats
Island. Registration deadline April 9 for more info or
to register visit beholdvancouver.org/events

Retrouvaille Weekend

 

St Mary's Seniors (65 and older) - Thursday March 
23rd - 11 to 1 pm  in church basement.

You are welcome to bring cards and games to 
play. Lunch will be served.

Please RSVP by Tuesday March 21st by email to 

smvanseniors@gmail.com or call the office at 604 

435-9611 Ext 0.
 

Next week is Solidarity weekend. D & P - 
Caritas Canada's Stand for the Land 
campaign invites you to create hope and 
give.  We thank you warmly for your 
generosity. Your donation transforms the 
lives of some of our most vulnerable 
sisters and brothers across the world, 
including in the Philippines. 
We only have one collection a year. 
Please make a difference by giving to 
your Share Lent Parish collection or at 
devp.org/give

Vancouver East Deanery Lenten 
Confessions Schedule 7:00pm

Holy Cross Parish  
1450 Delta Aveue

St. Judes Parish
3078 Renfrew St.

St. Mary's Parish
5251 Joyce St. 
St. Helen's Parish
3860 Triumph St.

Corpus Christi Parish
6350 Nanaimo St. 

March 21

March 23

March 28

March 29

March 30

mailto:smvanseniors@gmail.com


jdsouza@rcav.org

gabrielmariedominique@gmail.com

gsimard@rcav.org

davidbellusci@yahoo.ca

parish.smarv@rcav.org

prep.smarv@rcav.org

rcia.smarv@rcav.org

vanspec.smarv@rcav.org

smpacc@telus.net

reception.smarv@rcav.org

One of the couple must be Catholic and a
parishioner of St. Mary’s Parish. Contact us
at least six months prior to the wedding.
Make no wedding arrangement until you
have met with the priest. For details, call
Lorna ext. 6

MARRIAGE

The family must be registered parishioners
or must reside within parish boundaries.
Non-parishioners must obtain permission
from the pastor of their parish. For more
information, call ext. 0 or email
reception.smarv@rcav.org.

INFANT BAPTISM (under 5 yrs. old)

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
For adults in need of Baptism, First
Communion, or Confirmation, or who want
to learn more about the Catholic Faith.
Contact rcia.smarv@rcav.org or call ext. 5.

Please contact the parish office to
schedule a visit, to speak to a priest or to
arrange a service.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK & FUNERALS

Catechism for children who are attending
public schools. Registration opens in the
summer of 2023 for SY 2023/24.

PREP (Parish Religious Education Program) 

Vanspec classes are led by volunteer
catechists and aides who, with the
assistance of the Program Director, adapt
the content of each lesson and learning
materials to the needs of the individual
student. For more information, email
vanspec.smarv@rcav.org.

 (one-on-one special needs catechism)VANSPEC 

8:00 am

7:00 pm 

8:30 am | 5:00 pm (anticipated mass)

8:00 am | 9:30 am | 11:15 am | 1:00 pm 

3:00 pm (Tagalog) | 5:00 pm | 7:00 pm

Monday to Friday

Wednesday to Friday

Saturday

Sunday

DAILY MASS

After mass

Before and after mass

Weekdays

Sundays

CONFESSION

7:15 am Rosary and Lauds

6:00 pm Novena: Our Lady of Perpetual Help

6:00 pm Rosary and Prayer for Vocations

3:00 pm Divine Mercy 

6:00 pm Novena: Two Hearts of Jesus and Mary  

7:00 pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

9:00 pm Benediction

7:45 am Rosary and Lauds

Monday to Friday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

 

 

 

Saturday

DEVOTIONS

REGULAR CHURCH SCHEDULE

100%

Principal: Ms. Brenda Krivuzoff 
Phone: 604-437-1312 Fax: 604-437-1193
stmary.bc.ca | office.smarv@cisva.bc.ca

ST. MARY'S ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

CATECHISM & Sacraments
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6

-

6
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-
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Office Hours:
Monday to Friday
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
604-435-9611 (phone)
604-439-9413 (fax)

Located in the Rectory which is the
red brick house next to the church
on Joyce Street. Buzz Reception.

Fr. Joseph D'Souza, OP

Fr. Gabriel de Chadarévian, OP

Fr. Gilles Simard, OP

Fr. David Bellusci, OP

Lorna Acosta

Edwin Cruz

Christina Reyes Ocampo

Jordan Nidua

Priya Menezes

Parish Priest

Assistant Pastor

Assistant Pastor

Resident Pastor

 Assistant

PREP & RCIA Director

 

Vanspec

Finance and Property

Reception

REMEMBER ST. MARY'S PARISH IN YOUR WILL

127 %

go to stmarysvancouver.ca and on the menu click on "Ministries"
scroll down and click on "Library"
click button to view the catalogue

Have you checked out the collection of books, CDs and DVDs in our parish library?
To view our online catalogue:

Send an email to our librarian, Bill Murphy, at wwmmurphy@hotmail.com to borrow
books and other materials.

Donate online at projectadvance.ca or drop your
pledge forms in the Sunday collection or at the
parish office. Name, address and contact information
are essential for tax receipts. For questions, please
contact Teresa Lung at tky.lung@telus.net.

Go to formed.org/signup

Search by postal code: V5R 4G8

Select "St. Marys Vancouver 5251

Joyce Street"

Register with your name and email

address

Check that email account for a link

to begin using FORMED

BOOKS, MOVIES, VIDEOS, AUDIO.. .

PARISH LIBRARY

G O A L :  $ 1 1 6 , 0 0 0

ACT:  $ 158 ,958

PARISH OFFICEPARISH OFFICE EXT.

Grow in Faith

What would it have been like to have known the
Mother of God? Watch this beautiful film portraying
the life of Mary in order to contemplate Mary's
profound faith and the mysteries of her life.

mailto:reception.smarv@rcav.org
mailto:tky.lung@telus.net


P L A C E  Y O U R
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P R O C E E D S  G O  T O  T H EP R O C E E D S  G O  T O  T H E
P A R I S H  B U I L D I N G  F U N DP A R I S H  B U I L D I N G  F U N D


